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Vlil.A Letter from JWr William Baxter f^? Dr Hans Sloane, 
R.S. Seer. coMt4imng an Account of a Book^ Intituled^ 
Archasologia Britannica, giving jome account Additional 
to what has hitherto hem ¥uhlijb'd, of the Languages, Hi- 
Jiories and Cufloms of the Original Inhabitants of Great 
Britain : From ColleBtons and Ohfervatlons in Travels 
through Wales,^ Cornwal, BasBretagrie, Ireland and 
^cotlandi B; Edward Lhuyd, M. A. <j/Jefus College, 
Keeper of the h^\mo\QzxiMyx^tma In Oxford. Vol, I. 
Confatmngi I. A Comparative Etymology ; or,' Remarks 
p» the Alteration of Languages- 2, A Latln-Celtick 
Dl&lonary ; <?r, a Vocabulary ef the Original Languages 
<?f Britain and Ireland. 3, An Armoric Grammar. 
4* A)t Artnorlc ■ Engllfi Vocabulary. 5. Some Weldi 
Words omitted in Dr Davies'i- Dl&londry. 6. A 
Cornifti Qrantmar. 7. A Catalogue of BritiCh Mann- 
^Irips. 8. An Effay towards a Britifti Etymologlcan, 
^. A brief Introdu&lon to the Irifh or Ancient ScotiGi 
Language. 10. An Iriih-Englifti DlUionary. Oxford, 
Vrlnted at the Theatre for the Author, MDCCVH' 
A»d delivered at the Aftirnoleart Mufeum. 



I have carefully perused this Firft Volume of Mr Lhuyd's 
Archfiologla Brltannlca, or Gl'offography 5 and am bold 
tot fay that nothing in this kind has appeared in Publick, 
within my knowledge, this Century to be compared unto 
iti whesfaer we confider the Elaboratenefs of the Work, 
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the Skill and Judgtneni: of the Compiler, or the nfefulnef* 
of it to iilofuate the mole Anci';nt part of our Hittory 5 
a;Ki trace out tht Original Inhabitants, and Brigantic and 
Bslgic Colonics ; Similitude of Languages, and of Rites 
and Religious Opinio: s, being by that' great Author of 
Miftoriography, Berodohts IMicarHaffenJis^ defer vedly ac- 
couiued the moft efhibliftiei lluks tor fuch Difcoveries. 
The Ingenious and Learned Author h^s very candidly and 
truly rcprefented his own undertaking in his EngUf) Pro 
/.Vc, and in that curious Letter written to my Lord Bi- 
fiiop oi Hereford 5 to which 1 refer you. In his Britijk 
Epiftle to his own" Country. men, lie delivers his very 
weighty Reafons for alteringthe Vulgar Alpliabet of the 
Weljh 5 and Juftifies it from the Authority of Ancient M 
S S. and Infcriptions upon Stones in feveral parts of our 
Country. Next he Learnedly refutes the Opinion of the 
Saxons receiving their Alphabet from Anjlin the Monk^ 
and thews that the fameCharafters are (\ill extant on the 
t oinh-^tQV\Q oiKadvanKmgoi Gnp!edh in (he Church 
cali'd LImh Gadvpaladar in the ifle of Angle fej, who was 
one of the BritiJIi Princes in that Famous Battle of Ban- 
gor is y coed fought againfl: thofe Saxons whom Auflm- 
iiad influenced to Maffacre the BrhiJI) Monies. Indcxd all the 
Sepulchrallnfcriptions in Mr Camden's Britania abundant- 
ly prove the ufe of the Roman Alphabet in this Noble 
Province, from whence the Ancient Briti/Jj or (as now 
commonly call'dj Saxon, and IrijJj Alphabets are very 
fmall Deviations, unavoidly introduced by Time and the 
Arbitrary ufe of Writing, What he next proceeds to, 
feems much more owing to his Modefty than of any real 
neccffity : I mean his excufing the time he employ'd in 
this great Undertaking ; for that may well feem to any 
Judicious and Impartial Perufer, to have rather been the 
produd of an Age than of thofe few Years fince his re- 
turn from his Travels. What he fays for putting tioofe 
Four Languages into one Book is very reafonable 5 in re= 
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fard none of thefc very Antient Dialers can be adjafied, 
but by being con^pared with the others. The ScoHJ!^ 
Language (vvhich by a large Lift of words in the Bafqm 
and IriJI} is here fufficiently demonftrated to be a branch 
oi the CAd Sp amp) he fliews to be intermixt with the 
Ancient Gwydhdeg or Brhijlrlrifi 5 as alfo that thefe 
Givjdklians were the moft Ancient Colonies of Galk 
here,and probably forced by the Anceftors of the Britam 
into Scotland and Inland .;, the Vil^s being by the Britifh 
Writers term'd Guydhyl Fickied 5 and Irip words fuch 
as Vjifig, B,tn^ Lhuch, DriiM, 8cc. ftill continuing to be 
Names of 5r/V?/7; Rivers and Mountains: as alfo num- 
bs s of words ffuch ss CorUtty BUth and the like) in 
the prefent Erit'ijlo, whofe Etymologies are only found in 
the Gnydyihn or Irifh Dialed, now difguifed by the 
Scot'tc. Tliis Guydhdian Tongue he Learnedly proves 
from Ancient G/f'/c words, and Names of Places in the 
Roman Geography, to have been , alfo the Language of 
Gad, For my own part, I rauft confefs, I look upon 
our Briti{b (the Origin whereof he defers till another 
occafion) to be a Branch of that Antient Edgic, that was 
fpoken by the Galli Senotm^ who poiTefs'd all the lower 
parts of Germany, imtil the Invafion of the Kmerlan 
Saxons or JCimhrians from the Pains Maotis, whence our 
CdtO'Scythig, or prefent Germans, of which fee Pojjido- 
nius'mStraho. Laftly, he does not only prove by the 
Authority of the Triades, (a fmall Britifli Trad written 
according to the Judgment ot that moft Learned Anti- 
quary Mr Rokrt Vaughan of Heftgurt about a Thoufand 
Years ago) that there was a very numerous Colony made 
in very early Times out of Great Britain into Vafconia ^ 
but alio confirms by a large Catalogue of Britipj words 
in the prefent Gafgoin, the mixture of both People, even 
there as well as in Ireland. His Comparative Etymology 
is fo Methodically, Artfully, and Judicioufly digefted, 
fo admirably proje^ed by the beft Canons as well of 
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Critique as of Grammar, that it recommends its klfprl^a 
FacU tothenicett Palate, and lufficiently provides it (eU 
againft difingenuous Cavillers. His HarmoKicor. ih Laiia, 
Britilli and Irifh is a Noble PromptHurium of all theBritifti 
Dialefts 5 a Work of much Labour and Judgment, and 
which cannot but be acceptable to the Curious in Foreign 
Countries. It were indeed to be wifh'd the whole were 
tranflated into Lutm ^ Scholars abroad having generally 
a greater Curiofity this way than as yet we feem to have 
in England. Father Julian Manoir*^ Armoric Grammar 
is a valuable Curiofity, and illuftrates the Work , It ha- 
ving fcarce been ever heard of in om Country 3 and the 
Armoric Di^ionary added to it, fupplies in a great mea- 
fure the defeft of the Cornifls one promifed in the next 
Volume. In the Cornijh Grammar our Judicious Author 
feems to excel himfelf. You have there the Hiftory of 
our Britifh Alphabets nicely and accurately handled, with 
a very Curious and Diverting variety of things. You have 
alfo a confiderable Supplement to Dr Davies's Learned 
Didioriary. He has infinitely obliged the Ancient Britans 
of Cornvpal by preferving their Language to Pofterity, 
when juft expiring. I cannot omit faying thus much of 
that Noble Dialed of the Britifh ; that it appears as ca- 
pable of Artful Management and Grammar Rules, as the 
moft refined Languages : Indeed the Celtic Tongues in 
general feem to have been very Anciently refined, and I 
queftionnot th^ truth of what is hinted in that incompa- 
rablCLetter of our Author to the Lord Biftiop of Hereford^ 
that they were the very Ground- work of Greek ^nd Latin 
Grammars 3 nor only the Cantubrian or Scotic part of our 
Irifh, but even the Noble Teutonic Dialefts themfelves fb 
Learnedly recommended by the incomparable Dr Hicks 
in his late Thefaurns, feeming but defeftive if compar'd 
as to Art and Variety with our Britifh^ The Learned 
World will therefore the lefs wonder if Father Mo/la^ 
was able to perform fo little of the Crammarians part 
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m his Irijh GramtMr. The Declenfions of I^oums and 
Pronouns 1 muft own to be nioftly upon the Brififh pjan 5 
bnt the Verb, which is the Ground- work or Balis of eve- 
ry regular Tongue, feems, as in all uncultivated Langua- 
ges, wild and unaccountable. In the Catalogue of Britip 
^MSS. our Author has confulted the Reader's rims by 
conij3oi'ing. it in the Order of Alphabet, v/ith Abbreviati- 
ons direding to the Studies where they may be feen at 
prefcnt ; and alfohis advantage by diftinguiftiing always 
betwixt Trads and fingle Papers, and betwixt perfeft Trea- 
tifes and impviiba: j giving a more particular account of 
fuch pieces as feem to defer ve it, and difmiiring the ufe- 
lefs Poets of the two Isft Centuries with only the bare 
mentioning them. Nor has he fliew'd more Induftry and 
Judgment in this and the other Titles of this Work than 
has been f for the extent of it) fuccefsfully imitated by 
his Ingenious Fellow-Traveller Mr Parrji in his Excellent 
Ejfaji. towards a Britrjh Etymologicon, where he has Mo- 
deftly parallell'd the greateft part of the Britifli Radicals 
with thofe words that feem'd agreeable therewith in any 
other Language 3 without pretending to determine the 
point of Precedency as to Antiquity, which has been too 
much the boldnefs of the late Learned Monfieur Pezroft^ 
and indeed of moft other Etymclogifts. The Iriflj Focloir 
or Di&iomrj fo induftriouUy compiled by our Learned 
Antiquary, and fupply'd with a large Appendix of omit- 
ted words from Scotland and Ireland, cannot (befides the 
great Service it muft needs contribute to the Inhabitants 
©f thofe GountriesJ but be judged of confiderable ufe to 
Griticks in the Britijh and Celtic 5 The Quydhelian part of 
that Language, being that which was fpoken by the moft 
Ancient Golony of the Celts in this Hand, and confe* 
quently containing the Etymologies of vaft Numbers of 
Britifli Derivations and Compounds otherwife not to be 
accounted for^ 
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The fingular Generofity of thofe amonCt the Nobility 
and Gentry who have fo liberally contributed to the Ex. 
pences of the Author's Travels, in order to qualifie hira 
for fo uncommon an Undertaking, has (as you know ve- 
ry well) befides their Names prefix'd to this Volume, been 
gratefully ackncwledg'd in the Preface of a Latin Book 
pubsifti'd during his Travels. Nor can indeed fo lauda- 
ble an Ad be ever too much celebrated, there being no 
other Method of rendering one capable of fuch a Task, 
but thofe Travels through the remoteft pirts of Britain 
and Ireland^ which he has upon that Encouragement fo 
fuccefsfuUy perform'd. 

One would think that in this Learned and Curious Age 
nothing need be urg'd as to the ufefulne(s of preferving 
in Writing thefe Original Languages of Britain and ke- 
land. But yet fofubjeft is Humane Nature to prejudice^ 
and fo apt to entertain the eafie Humour of Jefting, ra- 
ther thin that more Thoughtful one of confidering Sub- 
;eds, and examining them ; that I find a great many 
Gentlemen, otherwife very fenfible and Ingenious, are at 
a lofs herein. The ufe of committing to Writing thefe 
now almoft Antiquated Languages is what the Author 
has truly hinted in his Dedication and Prefaces ; Name- 
ly the tracing out of the Original Inhabitants of thefe 
parts of Europe 5 The Interpretation of the Names of 
Perfons and Places in the Roman Hiftory and Geography, 
not only of Gaul, Britain and Ireland^ but in a great 
meafure alfo of Italy and Spain 5 The Improvement of 
fuch Works of Learned and defervedly Eminent Men as 
the Etymological Diaionaries oiVoffius and Menage 5 the 
explaining fuch paflages in the Greek and Latin Writers 
as relate to the Rites and Manners of the Gauls, Britain f, 
&c. by a diligent perufal of the Ancient Poets, and fuch 
others of theOIdeft Writers as are extant in thefe Lai> 
guages. As for fuch as (hall anfwer, that tho all this 
Ihouldbe granted, yet ftill thefe are but trifliog and ufe- 
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lefs Difquifitions 5 'tis plain they fpeak io tinlike Scholars, 
as not to require any further Reply, 

I cannot conclude without taking Notice of one Ca- 
lumny that has been whifper'd about by Men of Paffion 
or Intreague, mz. That this Book is defign'd to ferve a 
certain Intereft. I therefore think my felf oblig'd in Ja- 
ftice, to certifie to the Publick, that after a careful peru- 
fal of all the Parts of this Work, I cannot difcern a Syl- 
labic any where that in the lead tends to favoui* any 
Party, or is any way concern'd in any National Diftinfti. 
on 5 and that the Author every where difcovers himfelf 
a Man of Candor and above Partiality. I have not, I 
confefs, bad the Happincfs of a Perfonal Acquaintance 
with him, but I prefume I may, as our Bleffed Saviour 
direds, Judge of a Tree, bj its Fruit, 
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Printed fot Befs^, Walford, Printer to the Rojdl So- 
tiety , ti the Wmce's'Arms in St. Paul's Chureh- 
yard. tfoy. 



